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finding him absent, suspected foul play. Search was secretly
made tor him, and at evening they discovered his body lying
in the room in Lorenzino's house. His death was kept secret,
and the body huriiedly conveyed by night into the little
church of San Giovannino, close to the Medici Palace; there
it was prepared for burial, and on the following night was
carried by a few servants with great secrecy to the church of
San Lorenzo, and without any religious service was hurriedly
placed in the sarcophagus containing the remains of Lorenzo
(Duke of Urbino), neither wife, relative, nor friend of any
sort being present at this dishonoured interment.

After halting a few hours in Bologna Lorenzino fled on to
Venice, where was then living Filippo Strozzi, who was at this
time the leading man among the juorusciti. When on reaching
Venice Lorenzino burst into Strozzi's room and related what
he had done, Strozzi embraced him, calling him the deliverer
of his country, and "the Florentine Brutus." Strozzi's delight
was so great that he declared that his two sons should marry
Lorenzino's two sisters, which was in a short time carried out,
Piero Strozzi marrying Laudomia, and Roberto Strozzi mar-
rying Maddalena.

LorenzinoJs act has been the subject of much controversy;
by some he has been considered the liberator of his country
from an intolerable state of things for which there was no
other remedy, since appeals to the Emperor had proved use-
less; by others he has been called a traitor and a regicide.17
Possibly it would be necessary for us to have to live under
such a tyranny as Alessandro's before we could form a just
opinion on tha point. Be that as it may, praises were lavished
upon Lorenzmo from every side, and both the Florentines in
exile throughout Italy and those within the city compared him
to all the heroes of patriotism in history. There are only three
possible motives for his act, personal ambition, the liberation
of his country, and the protection of his family from insult.
None have considered that he was moved by the first of these
motives; he was, it is true, the rightful heir to the position in